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Reducing Chronic Absenteeism 
—by Mrs. Kurtz, Assistant Principal 

 All parents want their child be successful, graduate from high 

school and be prepared for college or the workforce.  Did you know that 

students who miss just two days a month, excused or unexcused, are 

considered chronically absent and at risk for not graduating? 

 Chronic absenteeism affects children as young as kindergarten 

and can be one of the earliest signs that a student is at risk of not 

making academic gains.  Studies show that missing just 10% or more of 

school can make it harder for children to learn and read at grade level 

by the end of third grade.   

Together, parents and the school can work to stop chronic 

absences. Children need to be in school to ensure they receive the 

support they need to learn.  But there are a whole range of issues 

including health challenges, poverty, and family circumstances that 

make it difficult for all children to take advantage of the opportunity to 

learn at school.  

 Help make a difference in whether students get to school every 

day!  Here are some ideas: 

 Explain why going to school every day matters.  Talk to them about 

what they miss when they are out, how showing up every day is an 

important skill for getting and keeping a job later in life.   

 Talk to your child about how attending every day helps them learn 

what they need to know to achieve their future goals.  

 Set attendance goals with your child.  Try offering small rewards for 

attending daily—like maybe a later bedtime on the weekends.  

 Make attendance a priority at home. Set daily routines such as 

regular bedtimes and prepare for an easier morning by laying out 

clothes, packing backpacks and lunches the night before.   

 Reach out to the school for help.  Your child’s teacher or counselor 

can support you if your child is saying he/she doesn’t want to come to 

school.  

 

Chronic absenteeism is a concern for children as young as kindergarten, 

whose poor attendance can hurt academic performance and set a 

pattern for the future.  Working together, we can ensure all children can 

get to school every day so they have an opportunity to learn, flourish, 

and realize their dreams.  

 

12/21 In-Service 1/2 Day: 
11:50AM Student Dismissal 

12/24 Christmas Vacation 
No School 
Daycare Closed 

12/25 Christmas Holiday 
No School 
Daycare Closed 

12/26 

12/27 

12/28 

Christmas Vacation 
No School 
Daycare Open/Sign-up 

01/01 New Year’s Holiday 
No School 
Daycare Closed 

 

01/02 School In-Session 
Weather Make-up Day #1 

 



Thanksgiving Projects 

—by the Second Grade Team 

During the month of 
November, the second graders 
were busy creating 
Thanksgiving related projects 
with the help of their 
families.  Some classes 
decorated a turkey feather that 
stated what they were thankful 
for on it.  Many students were 
grateful for their family, friends, 
home, school, freedom and 
health.  Other classes 
disguised turkeys by making 
them look like something 
different.  The second graders 
came up with some very 
clever and creative 
ideas.  Both projects were 
displayed in the second grade 
hallway for all of our visitors to 
read and enjoy during Fall 
conferences.  Take a peek at 
this fun project! 

PTO Update 
 

Thank you to all that helped sorted, organized, ran 

orders, and helped with issues for the Fall Fundraiser! 

 

The Dance Party for Mrs. Sharbaugh’s class will be held 

in  December.  

 

Winter is here! Please be on alert if you are volunteering 

for Popcorn Friday that falls on a cancellation day or 

delay day. The PTO may need to postpone to another 

Friday. Thank you for understanding.  

 

Volunteer Coordinator Vacancy: We are still looking for a 

Volunteer Coordinator. Please contact the PTO via 

Facebook or email (taespto@gmail.com) if you are 

interested. 

Photo submitted by: Jenn Ammerman 

mailto:taespto@gmail.com


Third Grade Gives Back 
—written by the Third Grade Teachers 

 

As a grade level service project, we 

helped those in need in the country of 

Belize. With our Second Step curriculum, we 

teach empathy and this project helped to 

put that into practice.  

A group of community members has 

been going to Belize yearly for the past five 

years to do missions work. There are many 

needs, especially for the children of Belize. 

In this third world country of poverty, there 

are more than twice as many people 14 

years and younger, than there are people 

over 14 years old. Therefore, this is not only 

a nation of poverty, but a nation 

demographically dominate of children of 

poverty. 

 During November, we asked our 

third graders to donate a gift, no more 

than $10, to a child 13 years old or 

younger. Out of the 850 gifts donated by 

the community, 110 were donated by our 

third graders! What generous families we 

have at Tyrone Elementary!  Not only will 

one village of children receive a gift, but 

another village will also feel the Christmas 

spirit this year! These children will be forever 

grateful for all the heartfelt generosity!  

 

First Grade Studies 

--by First Grade Teacher Mrs. Ciampoli 

What’s happening in first 

grade? The hallway has 

been filled with writings and 

crafts that have to do with 

America!  Veteran’s Day, 

the Bald Eagle, the Liberty 

Bell, and the Statue of 

Liberty were popular 

symbols this month.   

All the first grade 

classes studied a 

Pennsylvania wild animal—

the owl.  Each class 

learned facts about this 

creature, watched an owl 

produce an owl pellet 

(eeeew), and got to get 

scientific by dissecting an 

owl pellet with a partner.   

After dissecting the pellet, 

each child used a chart to 

distinguish what exactly the 

owl ate.  It was such a 

memorable learning 

experience!  Thank you to 

all guests and parents that 

made this happen! 



Daycare Activities 

—by Mrs. Billman 

November was filled with fun art projects, lots of dancing, new smells, and 

exciting birthdays. Our babies got creative with their art this month 

making handprint pumpkins and leaves just in time for Thanksgiving. 

They even had a chance to look at and touch bumpy and smooth pumpkins 

and gourds. We have been enjoying lots of Fall/Thanksgiving themed 

books and songs each day! Our current favorite song is “If You’re Thankful 

and You Know It” and book is “The First Thanksgiving.”  Three of our 

little turkeys celebrated their first birthdays this month! The infant room 

has so much to be thankful for this year. 

Exploring Art—by Mr. Fernandes, Elementary Art Teacher 

 
Elementary Art students at Tyrone use our classroom as a ship of the imagination, finding strange 
places and creatures that help us to learn about art. 
 
As the 2017-2018 school year drew to a close, almost all students across all elementary grade 
levels contributed to a communal art project.  Communal art is created by the ideas of many 
individuals. 
We studied mythological creatures, focusing on Dragons from different cultures.  The dragons of 
East Asian myths are often serpentine beasts of great elemental power and wisdom.  This is what 
we decided to create.  The instructor made a simple serpentine dragon body to start with, then 
students created scales, spines, and fur to complete it.  When creating its scales and spines, 
students were encouraged to think about elemental powers or other powers the dragon might 
possess.  Their scales portray images of nature, images of weather, and representations of super 
powers. 
 
Communal art is fantastic for students because it teaches acceptance/respect of the ideas of others 
and helps students develop a sense of community. 
 

 
Here’s a picture of the final dragon.  It’s over 9 feet long! 

 
Be sure to check out our Elementary Art website for more pictures and project information. 



Tyrone Family Resource Lending Library 

—submitted by Mrs. Chichester 

Are you looking to try out some 

new games before buying them 

for the holiday? Or are you 

looking for something to do 

during these cold, dreary winter 

days? Then check out the 

Tyrone Family Resource 

Lending Library! Located just 

inside the Tyrone Elementary School, this is a free resource 

for parents and families. Here you will find games, videos, 

books and learning kits ready to be signed out and borrowed 

to use with your family.  For example, the “We Both Read” 

book series are stories meant to read with your child, but 

with a twist! Pages are designed for the adult and child to 

take turns reading, while having fun at the same time. Take 

a moment to check out the materials here and you will be 

sure to have some fun times ahead. Best of all will be the 

time you get to enjoy with your child! 

Kindergarten is Creative 

—by Mrs. Elder, Kindergarten Teacher 

November 

flew by with 

some unex-

pected snow 

days and 

Thanksgiv-

ing break! 

We spent a 

lot of time 

talking about 

being thank-

ful for many 

things in our lives. Each child made a feather and 

we created a GIANT turkey for the hallway to cele-

brate Thanksgiving! It was also a great representa-

tion of how we can all come together and create 

something beautiful! We have been talking about 

ways we can be kind to others, as well. In math, we 

have focused on knowing, representing, and com-

paring numbers through 10. Next, we will be working 

on 2-D and 3-D shapes! It is amazing what we have 

learned so far this year!  

Fourth Grade Field Trip 

—by Mrs. Nadolsky, Fourth Grade Teacher 

The brisk air didn’t stop the fourth 

grade classes from having a fun-filled 

field trip to Lake Tobias. On our safari 

tour we learned all about the hun-

dreds of animals that the zoo takes 

care of and what kind of care they re-

ceive daily. The students were excited 

about the carrots and pellets they 

were given to feed the animals along 

the way. The animals came alongside 

the bus and took the food right out of 

their hands! After the safari, we went 

to a reptile show which featured an 

alligator, 

sloth, snap-

ping turtle, 

and a very 

large toad. 

When it 

ended, the 

students 

had the 

opportunity 

to walk 

around and 

look at a 

variety of 

other rep-

tiles and 

they even 

got the 

chance to touch a snake and alliga-

tor! We visited a petting zoo and fin-

ished the day walking around looking 

at the several other types of animals 

that live at the park, like lions, bears, 

tigers, zebras, etc. We enjoyed our ex-

citing day at Lake Tobias! 



Bring on the Books!  The Gift That Never Stops Giving 
By Mrs. Wagner, TAES Reading Specialist 

 

 Thanksgiving has come and gone and now the 

preparations for the holiday season are well underway!  Still 

find yourself looking for the perfect gift for a little one in 

your family?   Looking for a gift that is an investment in 

your child’s future?    Books can be the perfect holiday gift 

for any age!   

 According to an article published in Parents Magazine 

and a 20 year study from the University of Nevada, 

“Keeping books around the house will up your kid’s odds of snagging the college 

diploma later on.  Having a library of just 25 books propels a kid one year 

farther in high school or college.  A collection of 500 or more leads to an 

extra 3.2 years of education.”   

 

 So when you are on the hunt for the perfect 

holiday gift or stocking stuffer, consider picking up 

a book to add to your family’s personal library.  It’s 

the toy that doesn’t require additional batteries or 

add-ons and can be used for many years to come!  

Create a memory and build a scholar all in one step!  

 Not sure which title to choose?  Maybe 

consider picking up some of these classic titles 

recommended for ages 3 to 9 at a used book sale, 

thrift store or new book store to give to someone 

special in your life.  

   

 Mortimer by Robert N. Munsch 

 Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel 

 Corduroy by Don Freeman 

 Six by Seuss by Dr. Seuss 

 Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good 

Very Bad Day                                                               

by Judith Viorst 

 Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin Jr. 

 Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed by 

Eileen Christelow 

 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen 

 Biggest Busiest Storybook Ever by Richard Scarry 

The TAES annual Holiday 
Literacy Partnership will take 
place during the school day 
on Thursday, December 20th 
and Friday, December 21st.  

Each child (K3-4th Grade) will 
be able to choose a book to 

help build their personal 
libraries.  We’d like to send a 
very special “Thank You” to 
Tyrone Area Elementary PTO 
and Albemarle employees for 
supporting this initiative and 
providing funds to purchase 

new books for every student! 




